
ARKANSAS BUDGET SYSTEM 
AGENCY PROGRAM COMMENTARY 

2001-2003 

The Div ision of Services for the Blind (DSB) trains blind a nd severely visually impaired 
Arkansans of any age to become as personally and economically independent as possible. DSB 
has been commende d repeatedly at the national level for its success in the rehabilita tion 
of blind persons , the quality of jobs they secure , and the measurable improvement in their 
level of self-sufficiency. The 2001-03 Base Level request reflects the continuation of 
these specialized services toward the goal of independence for Arkansans who are blind or 
severely visually impaired. 

In addition to Base Level, DSB seeks appropriation for federal expenditures of $131 , 000 in 
2002 and $145,000 in 2003 for technology related services and equipment addressed in full 
in the Information Systems budget detail . Further budget requests include an increase of 
$200 , 000 per year in federal appropriation in the event DSB continues to secure 
competitive grants to purchas e independent living services and equipment for older blind 
persons. Such purchases are made at the local level for the rapidly growing population of 
blind persons , aged 55 and older who are not seeking employment . 

The remainder of DSB's request seeks appropriation for federally funded mandates in the 
Workforce Investment Act requiring state rehabilitation agencies to take action to 
demonstrate their intention and ability to recruit and maintain the most qualified 
rehabilitation professionals . To this end , DSB seeks appropriate upgrade or 
reclassification of selected sta ff to e nable the d i vision to compete reasonably with the 
remainder of publi c and private employers in the s pecialized field of rehabilitation for 
the blind. Related appropriation requests total $9,909 in 2002 and $10,173 in 2003 for 
upgrades , $63,777 in 2002 and $65,429 in 2003 for reclassification of vocational 
rehabilitation staff , and $1 , 940 in 2002 and $1 , 990 in 2003 for reclassification of Older 
Blind program staff members . The final request for personnel related appropriation 
pertains to the CLIP program. OSB seeks $11 , 579 in 2002 and $11 , 885 in 2003 to implement 
potential changes for which OSB staff would be eligible. 
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AGENCY TITLE 

Department of Human Services Actual 

Division of Services for the Blind 1999-00 

Rehabilitation Teaching Services $205 

Living Independence for Elders (LIFE) 460,591 

Special Programs 142,151 

Vocational Rehabilitation 5,132,395 

Staff Development 43,520 

TOTALS $5,778,862 

Funding Sources 
Fund Balances 
General Revenues 1,834,476 

Special Revenues 
Federal Funds 3,944,386 

Constitutional Officers Fund 
State Central Services Fund 
Non-Revenue Receipts 
Cash Funds 
Other 
Total Funding 5,778,862 

Excess Appro./ (Funding) 0 

TOTAL $5,778,862 

DEPARTMENT 

Department of Human Services 
Division of Services for the Blind 

-----
ARKANSAS BUDGET SYSTEM 

DEPARTMENT PROGRAM SUMMARY 
1999-01 2001..()3 

Expenditures Biennium Request 

No. of Budgeted No. of Year1 No. of Year2 

Pos. 2000-01 Pos. 2001-02 Pos. 2002-03 

$5,055 $4,618 $4,618 

7 666,596 6 754,733 6 761,997 

2 78,000 78,000 78,000 

66 5,717,110 70 5,812,092 70 5,898,134 

54,600 54,600 54,600 

75 $6,521,361 76 $6,704,043 76 $6,797,349 

%of %of %of 

Total Total Total 

31 .7% 1,866,885 28.6% 1,904,623 28.4% 1,943,341 

68.3% 4,654,476 71.4% 4,799,420 71.6% 4,854,008 

100.0% 6,521,361 100.0% 6,704,043 100.0% 6,797,349 

0 0 0 

$6,521,361 $6,704,Q43 $6,797,349 

DIRECTOR 

Kurt Knickrehm, Director 

2001-03 
Executive Recommendation 

No. of Year1 No. of Year2 No. of 
Pos. 2001-02 Pos. 2002·03 Pos. 

$4,618 $4,618 

6 752,793 6 760,007 6 

78,000 78,000 

70 5,740,788 70 5,824,975 70 

54,600 54,600 

76 $6,630,799 76 $6,722,200 76 
%of %of %of 
Total Total Total 

28.6% 1,904,623 28.7% 1,943,341 28.9% 

71.4% 4,726,176 71.3% 4,778,859 71.1% 

100.0% 6,630,799 100.0% 6,722,200 100.0% 
0 0 

$6,630,799 $6,722,200 
DEPARTMENT PROGRAM SUMMARY 

BR22 162 
The variance in the actual number of positions between the Appropriation Summary (BR215) and the Program Summary (BR22) Is due to positions that have been paid in more than one cost center. 



ARKANSAS BUDGET SYSTEM 
ANALYSIS OF BUDGET REQUEST 

2001 -2003 

In 1983, Act 481 was passed, creating the Division of Services for the Blind. The Act removed the Division from the jurisdiction of the 
Department of Rehabilitation Services and made it an autonomous state agency within the Department of Human Services. The 
Division is responsible for its own State Plan under the Federal Rehabilitation Act. Agency direction and performance responsibility lies 
with a seven (7) member consumer board comprised of organization representatives involved in providing services for people who 
have visual impairments. The member organizations include those such as Arkansas Lions, Blinded Veterans Association, Lions 
World Services for the Blind , Arkansas School for the Blind, and the Arkansas Affiliate of the National Federation of the Blind. By law, 
the majority of the members of the Board must be persons who are blind . This organizational structure was maintained in the 
reorganization of the Department when Act 348 of 1985 was passed. Services to individuals with visual impairments are provided by 
agency staff and by contracting with service providers who specialize in services for people with visual impairments. The funding 
sources for this appropriation is comprise of approximately 30% General Revenue and 70% Federal Revenue (through the Federal 
Department of Education, Rehabilitation Services Administration). 

The Agency Base Level request for this appropriation is $6,285,838 for FY2002 and $6,362,872 for FY2003. This includes a payplan 
increase of 2.6% each year over the FY2001 salary levels for all incumbents plus appropriate Personal Services Matching cost. 

The Agency Change Level request totals $418,205 for FY2002 and $434,477 for FY2003, with no additional General Revenue funding, 
and is comprised of the following: 

• Capital Outlay in the amount of $131,000 for FY2002 and $145,000 for FY2003. This request is to maintain and update the Blind 
Services Information System (BSIS) and for the computer and tech-related devices necessary for the agency operations and 
reasonable accommodation to blind staff members. 

+ Purchase of Services in the amount of $200,000 each year of the biennium for the Older Blind Program. This appropriation request 
is to support anticipated federal funding to provide devices and supplies to older blind persons aimed at keeping them as 
independent as possible in their own homes. 

• Utilization of the Career Ladder Incentive Program (CLIP). 

• Additional appropriation is requested for reclassifications to help ensure retention and recruitment and more appropriately align 
position classification to job duties. 

AGENCY APPROPRIATION TREASURY FUND ANALYSIS OF PAGE 

Name: DHS: Division of State Services Name: State Services for the Blind Name: DHS- Administrative BUDGET REQUEST 
For the Blind 163 

Code: 710 Code: -042 Code: DSB BR20 
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ARKANSAS BUDGET SYSTEM 
ANALYSIS OF BUDGET REQUEST 

2001 -2003 

• A Three Tiered Plan for unclassified positions below the Division Directors has been submitted by the Department to better align job 
duties, complexities of the job and responsibilities of the job to a commensurate salary level. Additional appropriation is requested 
to accommodate the line item maximum for each of these positions. 

• Additional appropriation is requested for upgrades to help ensure retention and recruitment and more appropriately align position 
classification to job duties. 

The Executive Recommendation provides for Base Level, which includes a 2.6% payplan increase for all positions on July 1 of each 
year of the biennium along with accompanying employee matching requirements. Additionally, appropriation has been recommended 
for Capital Outlay in the amount of $131 ,000 for FY2002 and $145,000 for FY2003. Also, $200,000 each year of the biennium is 
recommended for Purchase of Services in the Older Blind Program. 

The Career Ladder Incentive Program (CLIP) and certain reclasses are recommended but may differ from the Agency Request. 
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01 02 03 

······EMPEHDITURES··-----
CHARACTER TITLE 99-00 

ACTUAL 

REGULAR SALARIES 2,251,034 
NUHBER Of POSITIONS 74 

EMTRA HELP 38,918 

NUKBER OF POSITIONS 11 

PERSONAL SERV HATCHING 623,661 

OPERATING EMPENSES 506,194 

COHF FEES & TRAVEL 35,031 

PROF FEES & SERVICES 83,113 

CAPITAL OUTLAY 116,852 

GRANTS/AIDS 0 

PURCHASE Of SERVICES 2,105,112 

DATA PROCESSING SERVICES 18,947 

TOTAL _5,778.862 
PROPOSED FUNDING SOURCI'S 

f!.!!!l! !!~t~!!!;{S 
GENERAL DCUCW•C<> 1.834.476 
SPI'CYAL RI'VI'NUES 
FEDERAL FUNDS 3 944.386 
!;TATE CENTRAL FUND 
NOH·REVENUE 
CASH FUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL FUMDIHG 5.778,862 
EXCESS APPRO/ IFUNDIHGI 
TOTAL 5,7711,1162 

DEPT 
AGY 

019 DEPARTHEHT OF HUHAH SERVICES 
710 DEPARTHEHT OF HUHAN SERVICES 

APPRO 042 STATE SERVICES FOR THE BLIND 

FUND PHP DHS·I710IADHIH PAYING 

00-01 

BUDGETED 

2,472,210 
76 

60,060 

14 

678,450 

535,000 

40,000 

208,500 

164,497 

0 

2,303,891 

58,753 

6.521.361 

1.866,885 

4.t.!i4 476 

6.521 361 

6,521,361 

A R K A H S A S B U U 6 £ T S Y S T £ H 

04 05 06 07 08 09 10 

00· 01 -----·-·-· 01·02 FISCAL YEAR·-········· -········ ·02·03 FISCAL YEAR···· · ······ 

AUTHORIZED CHAHGE TOTAl CHANGE 
APPRO BASE lEVEl REQUEST BASE LEVEL 

2,602,882 2,512,586 74,015 2,586,601 2,577,916 75,942 
76 76 0 76 76 0 

39,986 60,060 0 60,060 60,060 0 
14 14 0 14 14 0 

742,498 677,551 13,190 690,741 689,255 13,535 

535,000 535,000 0 53.5,000 .535,000 0 

40,000 40,000 0 40,000 40,000 0 

83,500 83,500 0 83,500 83,500 0 

164,497 14,497 131,000 145,497 14,497 145,000 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

2,300,000 2,303,891 200,000 2,503,891 2,303,891 200,000 

58,753 58,753 0 58,753 .58,7.53 0 

6.567.116 6.285.838 418.205 6 704 043 6 362 872 434 477 

•••••••••••• 
•••••••••••• 
•••••••••••• 1.904.623 1 904 623 1 943.341 

•••••••••••• 
.............. 4 .381.2lt; ltl8.205 4.799.420 4.419.531 434 477 
............. 
•••••••••••• 
•••••••••••• 
•••••••••••• 
•••••••••••• 6.285.838 418.205 6.704.043 6.362.872 434.477 
.............. w. 

•••••••••••• 6,2115,838 4111,205 6,704,043 6,362,872 434,477 

BUDGETED AMOUNT EXCEEDS AUTHORIZED THROUGH AUTHORITY OF 
MISCELLANEOUS FEDERAL GRANT PROVISIONS. 

TOTAL 
REQUEST 

2,653,858 
76 

60,060 

14 

702,790 

535,000 

40,000 

83,500 

159,497 

0 

2,503,891 

58,753 

6.797 349 

1.943.341 

4 854,008 

6.797.349 

6,797,349 

...__ L._; L- c.....: -- - ___. - :..__j t......:: --....... - -

11 12 13 14 

--·········R E C 0 H H E H D A T I 0 H S•• ••······ 

EMECUTIVE LEGISLATIVE 
01·02 02·03 01·02 02·03 

2,524,439 2,590,078 
76 76 

60,060 60,060 
14 14 

679,659 691,421 

535,000 535,000 

40,000 40,000 

83,.500 83,.500 

145,497 159,497 

0 0 

2,503,891 ~.503,891 

58,753 58,7.53 

6.630.7'1'1 6 722 200 

1.904 623 1 943 341 

4.726.176 4.778.859 

6 630,7~_9 _6,722. 200 

6,630,799 6,722,200 
-
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Ol 

RANK 

000 

001 

002 

02 03 04 OS 06 07 

A R K A N S A S B U D G E T S Y S T E H 
PROGRAM/SERVICE INFORMATION LIST 

RANK BY APPROPRIATION 
08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15 

------------------------2001 - 03 BIEIIfiUH REQUESTS------------------------
D ------EXPENDITURES··-···- ---·-·· ····-FY 2001 - 02··---------------------···FY 2002 - 03·------------

PROGRAM ACCOUNTING E ···ACTUAL--· --BUDGETED-- --------·-REQUEST------ ----------REQUEST------
DESCRIPTION FUND INFORMATION s 99-00 00-01 

PWP 710 042 B 5,778,862 6,521,361 6,285,838 6,362,872 
74 76 76 76 

PIIP 710 042 650 05 C08 131,000 145,000 
VOCATIONAL 0 0 
REHABILITATION BASIC 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY. DSB requests appropriation to maintain and update the Blind Services 
Information System (BSIS), the Arkansas Technology Center for the Blind (in cooperation with the 
Arkansas School for the Blind), and the computer and tech-related devices necessary for agency 
Operations and reasonable accommodation to blind staff members. 

Year 2002 Year 2003 

Federal $ 131,000 $ 145,000 

PWP 710 042 650 03 COl 200,000 200,000 
LIVING INDEPENDENCE 0 0 
FOR ELDERS CllFEI 

OLDER BLIND PROGRAM. DSB seeks unfunded appropriation of $200,000 per year for 
anticipated federal funding to provide devices and supplies to older blind persons aimed 
at keeping them as independent as possible in their Own homes. This is a much lower 
cost alternative to institutionalization. 

Year 2002 Year 2003 

Federal $ 200,000 $ 200,000 

16 17 18 19 

------------R E C 0 H H E N D A T I 0 N S----······ 

--------EXECUTIVE-------- -------lEGISLATIVE-------
2001•02 2002-03 2001-02 2 .. 2-tS 

6,299,799 6,377,200 
76 76 

131,000 145,000 

200,000 200,000 

DEPT 019 DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES RANK BY APPROPRIATION 
AGY 710 DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 
APPRO 042 STATE SERVICES FOR THE BLIND 

FUND PIIP DIIS·I7101ADHIN PAYING 

BR 264 
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01 

RANK 

003 

004 

005 

02 03 04 OS 06 07 

A K ~ ~ N ~ A ~ D U U ~ C I ~ f ~ I ~ n 

08 

PROCRAHJSERVICE IHFORHATIOH LIST 
RANK BY APPROPRIATION 

09 10 11 12 lS 14 15 

-- ----------------------2001 - 03 IIENHIUH REQUESTS----------------------·· 

D ------EXPENDITURES------- ------- -----FY 2001 - 02------------- ----· --·-----FY 2002 - 03-------------

PROGRAM ACCOUNT! NO E ---ACTUAL--- --BUD;ETED-· -------- - - REQUEST-----· - ---------REQUEST------

DESCRIPTION FUND INFORHATIOH s "-oo 00•01 

PIIP 710 042 650 OS Cll 9,'109 10,173 

VOCATIONAL 0 0 
REHABILITATION BASIC 

STAFF IUi.:TENTION. I>SR seek s unfunded appropriation for upgrade of sel ected classifications to 

demonstrate efforts under federally mandated Comprehensive System of Personnel Development 

(CSPD) to compete with job Market in order to retain rehabilitation professionals . 

Year 2002 Year 2003 

Federal $ 9,909 $ 10,173 

PIIP 710 042 650 05 C10 63,777 65,429 
VOCATIONAL 0 o· 
REHABILITATION BASIC 

RECLASSIFICATIONS. DSB seeks unfunded appropriation for authorization of all caseload staff at 
the certified (Grade 20) level To demonstrate agency ability to recruit certified staff, 
as required under federal rehabilita tion regulations pertaining to the Comprehensive System 
of Personnel Development . This is of great importance due to anticipated retirement of 
long-term staff . 

Year 2002 Year 2003 

Federal $ 63,777 $ 65.429 

PNP 710 042 650 03 C10 1,940 1,990 

LIVING IHDEPEHDEHCE 0 0 
FOR F.LDERS CLIFEl 

RECLASSIFICATIONS. DSB seeks unfunded appropriation for authorization to r eclassify the Older 
Blind Program Staff t o the Certified (Grade 20) level wit h titles reflective of their caseloads 
to demonstrate agency ability to r ecruit certified staff , as required under federal 
rehabilitation regulations pertaining to the Comprehensive System of Personnel Development. 

Year 2002 Year 2003 

Federal $ 1 ,940 $ 1 ,990 

16 17 18 19 

--------- ---R E C 0 H H E H 0 A T I 0 H S----------

--------EXECUTIVE-------- -------LEGISLATIVE------· 

2001-02 2002-03 2001-12 2002-0S 

DEPT 019 DEPARTHEHT OF HUHAN SERVICES RANK BY APPROPRIATION 
ACY 710 DEPARTHEHT OF HUHAN SERVICES 
APPRO 042 STATE SERVICES FOR THE BLJHD 

FUND PWP DHS· C710lADHIN PAYIHC 

..____ t__: r:._: - - ...___.. 

BR 264 

167 

- - - ~ .....____.. -..-1 



01 

RANK 

006 

02 03 04 

PROGRAM 
DESCRIPTION !FUND 

ACCOUNTING 
INFORMATION 

PWP 1710 042 650 OS 
VOCATIONAL 
REHABILITATION BASIC 

OS 06 07 

A R K A H S A S B U D G E T S Y S T E H 
PROCRAH/SERVICE IHFORHATIOH LIST 

RANK BY APPROPRIATION 
08 09 10 11 12 13 14 1S 16 17 18 19 

························2001- 03 BIENHIUH REQUESTS- -····-···-------------- (--·····----·R E C 0 M MEND AT I 0 N S·········· 
D ~--····EKPENDITURES------- ~ ------------FY 2001 - 02-·-···· ···-···············FY 2002 • 03-------------
E ···ACTUAL··· ··BUDGETED-- ----------REQUEST--·-·· -·· ·······REQUEST···-·-
s 99- 00 

C09 

00·01 

ll,S79 
0 

11,88S 
0 

·-····--EKECUTIVE-- - ----- - -····-LEGISLATIVE•••••·· 
2001-02 2oo2-o3 I 2001-02 2002-es 

CAREER LADDER . DSB seeks authorization for CLIP for various staff to provide incentive for 

performance and longevity within their respective fields. 

DEPT 019 DEPARTHENT OF HUHAH SERVICES 
ACY 710 DEPARTHENT OF IIUHAN SE RVICES 
APPRO 042 STATE SERVICES FOR THE BLINO 

FUND PWP DIIS -17101ADIUN PAYJNC 

Federal 

Year 2002 

$ 11,579 

Year 2003 

$ 11,885 

RANK BY APPROPRIATION 

BR 264 
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