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A. FAMILY VIOLENCE PREVENTION AND SERVICES ACT (FVPSA)

FVPSA is authorized by the Keeping Children and Families Safe Act of 2003.  The purpose of the program is to assist in the establishment, maintenance, and expansion of programs and projects to prevent incidences of family violence and to provide immediate shelter and related assistance for victims of family violence and their dependents that meet the needs of all victims, including those in underserved communities.  

DEFINITIONS:  Family Violence – any act or threatened act of violence, including any forceful detention of an individual, which (i) results or threatens to result in physical injury, and (ii) is committed by a person against another individual (including an elderly person) to whom such person is or was related by blood or marriage or otherwise legally related or with whom such person is or was lawfully residing. 
Targeted Services:

Shelter – the provision of temporary refuge and related assistance in compliance with applicable State law and regulation governing the provision, on a regular basis, of shelter, safe homes, meals, and related assistance to victims of family violence and their dependents.  

Related Assistance – the provision of direct assistance to victims of family violence, helping such victims to gain access to civil and criminal courts and other community services, facilitating the efforts of such victims to make decisions concerning their lives in the interest of safety, and assisting such victims in healing from the effects of the violence, includes prevention services such as outreach; employment training; preventative health services, public awareness campaigns, counseling, transportation, legal advocacy, etc.

MATCH REQUIREMENTS:  Not less than twenty percent (20%) of the total funds provided to operate an existing project and not less than thirty five percent (35%) with respect to an entity proposing to operate a new program. 

Services supported by FVPSA funds must be widely accessible and must not discriminate on the basis of age, handicap, sex, race, color, national origin or religion.  FVPSA funds will be distributed as follows:

a. Not less than 70% of the funds distributed shall be used for immediate emergency shelter.  

b. Not less than 25% of the funds distributed shall be used for related assistance.

c. Not more than 5% of the funds shall be used for State administrative costs.
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B. VICTIMS OF CRIME ACT (VOCA) 

VOCA provides direct services to crime victims who have suffered physical, sexual, financial or emotional harm as a result of the commission of a crime by another person or persons.  VOCA funds support a broad array of programs and services that focus on helping victims in the immediate aftermath of crime and supporting them as they rebuild their lives.   

The primary source of revenue for VOCA grants is the Crime Victims Fund which was established in 1984.  The Fund is unique in that it is composed primarily of criminal fines, special assessments, and bond forfeitures from convicted federal offenders, making it a self-sufficient source of income.

DEFINITIONS:  Crime victim - a person who has suffered physical, sexual, financial, or emotional harm as a result of the commission of a crime. 

Targeted Services - those efforts that (1) respond to the emotional and physical needs of crime victims; (2) assist primary and secondary victims of crime to stabilize their lives after a victimization; (3) assist victims to understand and participate in the criminal justice system; and (4) provide victims of crime with a measure of safety and security such as boarding-up broken windows and replacing or repairing locks.  

MATCH REQUIREMENTS:  Not less than twenty five percent (25%) of the total funds provided to operate an existing project and not less than thirty five percent (35%) with respect to an entity proposing to operate a new program.

VOCA funds will be distributed as follows:

a. A minimum of 10% of the funds distributed shall be used to provide services to victims of sexual assault.
b. A minimum of 10% of the funds distributed shall be used to provide services to victims of domestic violence.
c. A minimum of 10% of the funds distributed shall be used to provide services to victims of child abuse.
d. A minimum of 10% of the funds distributed shall be used to provide services to victims of underserved populations. (i.e. drunk drivers, elderly, etc.)
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C. VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN ACT (VAWA), also known as STOP

STOP provides services to adult women and girls 13 years and above who are victims of sexual assault, domestic violence, stalking or dating violence through improved responses and coordinated efforts between law enforcement, prosecution, court and advocacy professionals.

The STOP Program promotes a coordinated, multidisciplinary approach to enhancing advocacy and improving the criminal justice system's response to violent crimes against women. It encourages the development and improvement of effective law enforcement and prosecution strategies to address violent crimes against women and the development and improvement of advocacy and services in cases involving violent crimes against women.  For additional information see, Frequently Asked Questions.  
Targeted Services:

Projects supported through this federal grant program must meet one or more of the following fourteen (14) statutory program purpose areas: 

1. Identification and Response -  Training law enforcement officers, judges, other court personnel, and prosecutors to more effectively identify and respond to violent crimes against women, including the crimes of sexual assault, domestic violence, and dating violence;

2. Special Units - Developing, training, or expanding units of law enforcement officers, judges, other court personnel, and prosecutors specifically targeting violent crimes against women, including the crimes of sexual assault and domestic violence;
3. Policies and Protocols - Developing and implementing more effective police, court, and prosecution policies, protocols, orders, and services specifically devoted to preventing, identifying, and responding to violent crimes against women, including the crimes of sexual assault and domestic violence;

4. Data Collection and Communication - Developing, installing, or expanding data collection and communication systems, including computerized systems, linking police, prosecutors, and courts or for the purpose of identifying and tracking arrests, protection orders, violations of protection orders, prosecutions, and convictions for violent crimes against women, including the crimes of sexual assault and domestic violence;

5. Victim Services - Developing, enlarging, or strengthening victim services programs, including sexual assault, domestic violence, and dating violence programs, developing or improving delivery of victim services to underserved populations, providing specialized domestic violence court advocates in courts where a significant number of protection orders are granted, and increasing reporting and reducing attrition rates for cases involving violent crimes against women, including crimes of sexual assault, domestic violence, and dating violence;

6. Stalking - Developing, enlarging, or strengthening programs addressing stalking;

7. Indian Tribes - Developing, enlarging, or strengthening programs addressing the needs and circumstances of Indian tribes in dealing with violent crimes against women, including the crimes of sexual assault and domestic violence;

8. Multidisciplinary Efforts - Supporting formal and informal statewide, multidisciplinary efforts, to the extent not supported by state funds, to coordinate the response of state law enforcement agencies, prosecutors, courts, victim services agencies, and other state agencies and departments, to violent crimes against women, including the crimes of sexual assault, domestic violence, and dating violence;

9. Training of sexual assault forensic medical personnel examiners in the collection and preservation of evidence, analysis, prevention, and providing expert testimony and treatment of trauma related to sexual assault;
10. Elderly or Disabled - Developing, enlarging, or strengthening programs to assist law enforcement, prosecutors, courts, and others to address the needs and circumstances of older and disabled women who are victims of domestic violence or sexual assault, including recognizing, investigating, and prosecuting instances of such violence or assault and targeting outreach and support, counseling, and other victim services to such older and disabled individuals;

11. Immigration - Providing assistance to victims of domestic violence and sexual assault in immigration matters;

12. Core Services - Maintaining core victim services and criminal justice initiatives, while supporting complementary new initiatives and emergency services for victims and their families;

13. Jessica Gonzales Victim Assistants - Supporting the placement of special victim assistants (to be known as "Jessica Gonzales Victim Assistants") in local law enforcement agencies to serve as liaisons between victims of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking and personnel in local law enforcement agencies in order to improve the enforcement of protection orders. Jessica Gonzales Victim Assistants shall have expertise in domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking and may undertake the following activities-

(a) Developing, in collaboration with prosecutors, courts, and victim service providers, standardized response policies for local law enforcement agencies, including triage protocols to ensure that dangerous or potentially lethal cases are identified and prioritized; 

(b) Notifying persons seeking enforcement of protection orders as to what responses will be provided by the relevant law enforcement agency;

(c) Referring persons seeking enforcement of protection orders to supplementary services (such as emergency shelter programs, hotlines, or legal assistance services); and 

(d) Taking other appropriate action to assist or secure the safety of the person seeking enforcement of a protection order; and 

14. Crystal Judson Victim Advocates - To provide funding to law enforcement agencies, nonprofit nongovernmental victim services providers, and State, tribal, territorial, and local governments, (which funding stream shall be known as the Crystal Judson Domestic Violence Protocol Program) to promote-

(a) The development and implementation of training for local victim domestic violence service providers, and to fund victim services personnel, to be known as "Crystal Judson Victim Advocates," to provide supportive services and advocacy for victims of domestic violence committed by law enforcement personnel:

(b) The implementation of protocols within law enforcement agencies to ensure consistent and effective responses to the commission of domestic violence by personnel within such agencies.

(c) The development of such protocols in collaboration with State, tribal, territorial and local victim services providers and domestic violence coalitions. 

MATCH REQUIREMENTS:  Not less than thirty seven (37%) of the total funds provided for a proposal to operate an existing and/or new program.  Projects funded from the victim services category are not required to provide match; however, it is encouraged by DFA/IGS. 
STOP funds will be distributed as follows:

a. A minimum of 25% of the funds distributed shall be used to provide services which benefit prosecution.

b. A minimum of 25% of the funds distributed shall be used to provide services which benefit law enforcement.

c. A minimum of 5% of the funds distributed shall be used to provide services which benefit the courts.

d. A minimum of 30% of the funds distributed shall be used to provide services which benefit victim services.

e. A minimum of 15% of the funds distributed shall be used at the discretion of the State.
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