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Policy 

Policy Title: 

Leave for Participating in Children’s  

Educational Activities (CEAL) 

Policy Number: 
 50.13 

Citation:  
Arkansas Code Annotated  

 

§ 21-4-216; § 6-15-509 

Forms: 

Employee Leave Request 

Purpose 

 

All state employees shall be entitled to eight (8) total hours of leave, regardless of the number 

of children, during any one (1) calendar year for the purpose of engaging in and traveling to 

and from the educational activities or interscholastic activities of a child. 

 

Definitions 

 

Child:  A person enrolled in prekindergarten through grade 12, including a home-schooled stu-

dent, who is of the following relation to a state employee: 

1. Natural child  

2. Adopted child  

3. Stepchild  

4. Foster child  

5. Grandchild  

6. Ward of the state employee by virtue of the state employee’s having been appointed 

the person’s legal guardian or custodian 

7. Any other legal capacity where the state employee is acting as a parent for the child. 

 

Child includes a person who meets the criteria above but is over eighteen (18) years of age and: 

 Has a developmental disability; or 

2. Is declared legally incompetent. 

 

Developmental Disability: A disability of a person that: 

(A) (1) Is attributable to mental retardation, cerebral palsy, spina bifida, Down syn-

drome, epilepsy, or autism; (2) Is attributable to any other condition of a person 

found to be closely related to mental retardation because the condition results in an 

impairment of general intellectual functioning or adaptive behavior similar to that of 

a person with mental retardation or requires treatment and services similar to that 

required for a person with mental retardation; or (3) Is attributable to dyslexia re-

sulting from a disability described in (A)(1) or (A)(2); 

(B)  Originates before the person attains the age of twenty-two (22) years; 

(C)  Has continued or can be expected to continue indefinitely; and 
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(D) Constitutes a substantial handicap to the person’s ability to function without appro-

priate support services, including, but not limited to, planned recreational activities, 

medical services such as physical therapy and speech therapy, and possibilities for shel-

tered employment or job training. 

 

Educational Activity: Any school-sponsored activity including without limitations:  

1. Attending a parent-teacher conference;  

2. Participating in school-sponsored tutoring of the child;  

3. Participating in a volunteer program sponsored by the school in which the child is 

enrolled; 

4. Attending a field trip with the child;  

5. Attending a school-sponsored program or ceremony in which the child is participat-

ing;  

6. Attending a graduation or homecoming ceremony in which the child is participating;  

7. Attending an awards or scholarship presentation in which the child is participating;  

8. Attending a parents' or grandparents' breakfast in which the child is participating; 

9. Attending a classroom party in which the child is participating;  

10. Attending a school committee meeting of the school in which the child is enrolled;  

11. Attending an academic competition in which the child is participating;  

12. Attending an athletic, music, or theater program in which the child is enrolled; and  

13. Engaging in any of the activities listed above that are connected with a prekindergar-

ten program. 

 

Home-schooled student: A student legally enrolled in an Arkansas home school. 

 

Interscholastic activity: An activity between schools subject to regulations of the Arkansas Ac-

tivities Association that is outside the regular curriculum of a school district, including without 

limitation an athletic activity, a fine arts program, or a special interest club or group; and taught 

by an individual with a minimum of a high school diploma.   

 

Prekindergarten: means an educational and child development program that is designed to pre-

pare children who are at least three (3) years of age for an academic kindergarten program. 

 

Resident school: The school to which the student would be assigned by the resident school dis-

trict in which the home-schooled student’s parent resides. 

 

State Agency: An agency, bureau, board or commission of any branch of state government and 

all state-supported institutions of higher education, 

 

State Employee: A full-time employee of the State of Arkansas or any branch, department, 

board, bureau, commission, or state-supported institution of higher education. 
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Specific Provisions 

 

A home-schooled student shall not participate in interscholastic activities at a public school oth-

er than the student’s resident school. 

 

Children’s Educational Activities Leave that is unused may not be carried over to the next 

year. Children’s Educational Activities Leave is not compensable to the state employee at the 

time of retirement. 
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