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This letter is in response to your request for an advisory opinion, in accordance with Ark. Code Ann. § 19-
11-7 I 5(b ), concerning a possible conflict of interest between you and the University of Arkansas for
Medical Sciences (UAMS) regarding the procurement of orthopedic implants and surgical instruments
which you have developed. I appreciate your inquiry. Public service is a position of trust. Thus, it is
paramount that public employees strive to avoid the mere appearance of a conflict of interest under Ark.
Code Ann. § 19-11-705 or a violation of the public services code of ethics under Ark. Code Ann. § 21-8-
304.

This opinion is based upon the following facts that have been presented to me. It should be noted that if 
one or more of these facts are later shown to be incorrect, that could result in a revised opinion. 

1 . You are currently employed by U AMS as a Professor and Chair of the Depa,tment of Orthopedic 
Surgery and the Musculoskeletal Service Line Director. 

2. Your role as Musculoskeletal Service Line Director has influence on the selection of orthopedic
implants and surgical instruments.

3. You work with the purchasing and contracting departments at UAMS to procure the products at
the best possible price, in a fair and impartial manner.

4. You actively participate in research and development of new orthopedic implants and surgical
instruments.

5. You provide paid consulting services to orthopedic companies and receive royalties for hip and
knee products which you designed and developed.

6. Some products you designed and developed are used at UAMS, but you receive no royalty
payments or other remuneration for such products used at UAMS.

7. The lnterventional Services Committee at UAMS will review all purchasing and contracting
decisions that you recommend that involve a company in which you have a financial interest to
ensure that the product and vendor selection is in the best interest of UAMS and its patients.

8. The selection of vendors complies with state law and institutional policies to assure that no
preferential treatment is given to any one vendor.

9. If you use a product for which you receive royalties or have a financial interest in the manufacturing
company, you will disclose that interest to the patient as a part of the infom,ed consent process.

I 0. The Institutional Conflict oflnterest Committee at UAMS will monitor this practice on a quarterly 
basis. 




