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                               AGENCY  REQUESTR.I.S .E. ARKANSAS  - CARRY FORWARD. Any unexpended balance of monies 

allocated for R.I.S .E. Arkansas remaining on June 30, 2023 2024, in the 

Division of Elementary and Secondary Education Public School Fund Account 

shall be designated and retained for the R.I.S .E. Arkansas. Any carry 

forward of unexpected balance of funding as author ized herein, may be 

carr ied forward under the following conditions:

(1) Pr ior to June 30, 2023 2024 the Agency shall by written 

statement set forth its reason(s) for the need to carry forward said funding 

to the Department of Finance and Administration Office of Budget;

(2) The Department of Finance and Administration Office of Budget 

shall report to the Arkansas Legislative Council or Joint Budget Committee 

all amounts carr ied forward by the September Arkansas Legislative Council 

or Joint Budget Committee meeting which report shall include the name of 

the Agency, Board, Commission or Institution and the amount of the funding 

carr ied forward, the program name or l ine item, the funding source of that 

appropr iation and a copy of the written request set forth in item (1) above;

(3) Each Agency, Board, Commission or Institution shall provide a 

written report to the Arkansas Legislative Council or Joint Budget

Committee containing all information set forth in item (2) above, along with 

a written statement as to the current status of the project, contract, 

purpose, etc. for which the carry forward was or iginally requested no later 

than thirty (30) days pr ior to the time the Agency, Board, Commission or 

Institution presents its budget request to the Arkansas Legislative 

Council/Joint Budget Committee; and

(4) Thereupon, the Department of Finance and Administration shall 
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include all information obtained in item (3) above in the budget manuals 

and/or a statement of non-compliance by the Agency, Board, Commission or 

Institution.

   The provisions of this section shall be in effect only from July 1, 2022

2023 through June 30, 2023 2024.
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                               AGENCY  REQUESTFUND ALLOCATION. The appropr iation for the Isolated Funding line item in 

the Grants and Aid to Local School Distr icts and Special Programs section of 

this Act may be fully funded. Any funding and appropr iation for Isolated 

Funding that is not util ized shall be transferred to the appropr iation for 

Special Needs Isolated Funding in the Grants and Aid to Local School 

Distr icts and Special Programs section of this Act and shall be used there 

for fully funding each subsection (c) through (f) of Arkansas Code § 6-20-

604 on a pro rata basis until the available funds are exhausted. Pro rata 

basis is defined as providing each distr ict qualifying for additional funding 

under subsections (c) through (f) a proportionate share based on how each 

distr ict's additional funding amount bears to the total additional funding 

amounts for all qualifying distr icts.  If any funding and appropr iation 

remains after funding each subsection (c) through (f) of Arkansas Code § 

6-20-604 the remaining balance shall be used to fund the provisions of 

Arkansas Code § 6-20-604 (h) on an equal basis until the available funds 

are exhausted.

   The provisions of this section shall be in effect only from July 1, 2022

2023 through June 30, 2023 2024.
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                               AGENCY  REQUESTGRANTS  TO SCHOOL DISTRICTS .  For the purposes of distr ibuting the 

Grants To School Distr icts appropr iation in the Grants and Aid to Local 

School Distr icts and Special Programs section of this Act, "school distr ict" 

means a school distr ict which contracts with a school distr ict in an 

adjoining state for the education of some of the pupils within the Arkansas 

school distr ict because the portion of the school distr ict wherein such pupils 

l ive is completely separated from the remainder of the school distr ict by a 

reservoir  cover ing at least 12,000 acres at normal water level, and where 

to attend school in their  own distr ict, the pupils of said portion would be 

required to travel or to be transported a distance (measured by the nearest 

highway or road route) of more than 35 miles round tr ip and pass through 

another school distr ict or distr icts.  The Department of Education shall 

distr ibute the monies appropr iated for Grants to School Distr icts in the 

Grants and Aid to Local School Distr icts and Special Programs section of 

this Act to such school distr icts as reimbursement for expenses incurred in 

educating the pupils residing in the separated portion of the school distr ict. 

The payments are to be limited to the amount of available appropr iation. 

Such school distr icts shall fi le a request for reimbursement with the 

Department of Education and provide the Department of Education with 

such documentation as is deemed necessary.

   The provisions of this section shall be in effect only from July 1, 2022

2023 through June 30, 2023 2024.
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                               AGENCY  REQUESTSPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES .  The funds appropr iated in the line item 

"Special Education Services" in the Grants and Aid to Local School Distr icts 

and Special Programs section of this Act shall be used to provide extended 

year summer programs for handicapped students in need of such services, 

to provide special education services to foster children who are wards of 

the S tate, and to provide funds for the payment of salar ies of special 

education supervisors. The Department of Education shall distr ibute such 

funds in the manner necessary to carry out the intent of this Section.

   The provisions of this section shall be in effect only from July 1, 2022

2023 through June 30, 2023 2024.
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                               AGENCY  REQUESTSPECIAL LANGUAGE - CODE AMENDMENT.  Arkansas Code Title 6, Chapter 

13, Subchapter 14, is amended to add an additional section to codify 

special language in appropr iation acts to read as follows:

6-13-1418.  Consolidation incentive.

An appropr iation for consolidation incentive shall be allocated to a 

resulting distr ict or a receiving distr ict, respectively, according to rules 

promulgated by the S tate Board of Education.
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                               AGENCY  REQUESTSPECIAL LANGUAGE - CODE AMENDMENT.  Arkansas Code § 6-20-107, 

concerning educational costs related to the placement of juveniles in 

residential or inpatient facil ities, is amended to add an additional 

subsection to codify special language in appropr iation acts to read as 

follows:

(g)  The funds appropr iated to the divis ion for residential or 

inpatient facil ities shall be allocated in accordance with rules promulgated 

by the S tate Board of Education.

 SPECIAL LANGUAGE - CODE AMENDMENT. Arkansas Code § 6-20-104, 

concerning reimbursement for educational services provided in juvenile 

detention facil ities, is amended to add an additional subsection to read as 

follows:

(d)  The funds appropr iated to the divis ion for juvenile detention 

facil ities shall be allocated in accordance with rules promulgated by the 

S tate Board of Education.
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                               AGENCY  REQUESTTRANSFER AUTHORITY. The Commissioner of the Department of Education, 

with the approval of the Chief Fiscal Officer of the S tate and after approval 

by the Arkansas Legislative Council or Joint Budget Committee, is hereby 

author ized to request necessary appropr iation transfers and any other 

budget related adjustments necessary within the Department of Education.  

Provided, however, that the Department of Education shall be limited to 

submitting no more than two transfer requests dur ing any fiscal year.

     Determining the maximum number of employees and the maximum 

amount of appropr iation and general revenue funding for a state agency 

each fiscal year is the prerogative of the General Assembly.  This is usually 

accomplished by delineating such maximums in the appropr iation act(s) for 

a state agency and the general revenue allocations author ized for each 

fund and fund account by amendment to the Revenue S tabil ization law.  

Further, the General Assembly has determined that the Department of 

Education may operate more efficiently if some flexibil ity is provided to the 

Commissioner of the Department of Education author iz ing broad powers 

under the Transfer Author ity provision herein. Therefore, it is both 

necessary and appropr iate that the General Assembly maintain oversight by 

requir ing pr ior approval of the Legislative Council or Joint Budget 

Committee as provided by this section.  The requirement of approval by the 

Legislative Council or Joint Budget Committee is not a severable part of this 

section.  If the requirement of approval by the Legislative Council or Joint 

Budget Committee is ruled unconstitutional by a court jur isdiction, this 

entire section is void.

   The provisions of this section shall be in effect only from July 1, 2022
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2023 through June 30, 2023 2024.
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                               AGENCY  REQUESTAETN DOCUMENTED QUIZ BOWL COSTS . Of the total amount of 

appropr iation and funds author ized herein to the Department of Education 

for the Quiz Bowl each fiscal year, an amount not to exceed forty thousand 

dollars ($40,000) each fiscal year may be made available to the Department 

of Education - Educational Television Division for its documented costs 

associated with the Quiz Bowl.

   The provisions of this section shall be in effect only from July 1, 2022

2023 through June 30, 2023 2024.
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                               AGENCY  REQUESTSPECIAL LANGUAGE - CODE AMENDMENT.  Arkansas Code § 24-7-103 is 

amended to codify special language in appropr iation acts to read as 

follows:

24-7-103.  Payment of employer contr ibution rate.

(a)  Local school distr icts shall pay the teacher retirement employer

contr ibution rate for any eligible employee in accordance with rules 

established by the Board of Trustees of the Arkansas Teacher Retirement 

System.

(b)  The funding amount appropr iated by the General Assembly for 

teacher retirement matching each fiscal year shall be used to provide the 

employer matching for employees of the following entities:

(1)  An education service cooperative;

(2)  A vocational center;

(3)  Easterseals Arkansas;  and

(4)  The Arkansas Correctional School Distr ict.
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                               AGENCY  REQUESTBETTER CHANCE PROGRAM ADMINISTRATIVE FEES . The Department of 

Education is hereby author ized to expend a maximum of two percent (2%) 

of available funds for administration of the Better Chance Program. Up to 

1.8% of available funds shall be used to administer the program and to 

monitor program grantees to ensure compliance with programmatic 

standards. Pr ior to the util ization of the remaining 0.2% of available funds, 

the Department of Education shall seek pr ior review and approval of the 

Arkansas Legislative Council or Joint Budget Committee by providing a 

written request to include the following: a) the Department's reason(s) for 

the use of the funds and b) the amount of funds that will be expended. The 

Department may contract with the Division of Elementary and Secondary 

Education to administer the program. 

   Determining the maximum number of employees and the maximum 

amount of appropr iation and general revenue funding for a state agency 

each fiscal year is the prerogative of the General Assembly.  This is usually 

accomplished by delineating such maximums in the appropr iation act(s) for 

a state agency and the general revenue allocations author ized for each 

fund and fund account by amendment to the Revenue S tabil ization law. 

Therefore, it is both necessary and appropr iate that the General Assembly 

maintain oversight by requir ing pr ior approval of the Legislative Council or 

Joint Budget Committee as provided by this section.  The requirement of 

approval by the Legislative Council or Joint Budget Committee is not a 

severable part of this section.  If the requirement of approval by the 

Legislative Council or Joint Budget Committee is ruled unconstitutional by a 

court of competent jur isdiction, this entire section is void.
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   The provisions of this section shall be in effect only from July 1, 2022

2023 through June 30, 2023 2024.
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                               AGENCY  REQUESTAVERAGE TEACHER SALARY. The Arkansas Department of Education is 

requested to calculate Average Teacher Salary in the Department's Annual 

S tatistical Report to not include extra duty funds. Specifically, the 

Department is requested to calculate the Average Teacher Salary amount 

using the National Education Association definitions for Average Salary for 

Classroom Teachers. The Arkansas Department of Education shall submit 

this data annually to the National Education Association in accordance with 

that organization's deadlines for submission for their  report "Rankings and 

Estimates" which includes state-by-state teacher salary comparisons.

   The provisions of this section shall be in effect only from July 1, 2022

2023 through June 30, 2023 2024.
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                               AGENCY  REQUESTCARRY FORWARD - ARKANSAS  BETTER CHANCE. Any unexpended balance of 

monies allocated for the Arkansas Better Chance for School Success

Program remaining on June 30, 2023 2024, in the Divis ion of Elementary 

and Secondary Education Public School Fund Account shall be designated 

and retained for the Arkansas Better Chance for School Success Program. 

   Any carry forward of unexpended balance of funding as author ized 

herein, may be carr ied forward under the following conditions:

   (1)  Pr ior to June 30, 2023 2024 the Agency shall by written statement 

set forth its reason(s) for the need to carry forward said funding to the 

Department of Finance and Administration Office of Budget;

   (2)  The Department of Finance and Administration Office of Budget shall 

report to the Arkansas Legislative Council or Joint Budget Committee all 

amounts carr ied forward by the September Arkansas Legislative Council or 

Joint Budget Committee meeting which report shall include the name of the 

Agency, Board, Commission or Institution and the amount of the funding 

carr ied forward, the program name or l ine item, the funding source of that 

appropr iation and a copy of the written request set forth in (1) above;

   (3)  Each Agency, Board, Commission or Institution shall provide a 

written report to the Arkansas Legislative Council or Joint Budget

Committee containing all information set forth in item (2) above, along with 

a written statement as to the current status of the project, contract, 

purpose etc. for which the carry forward was or iginally requested no later 

than thirty (30) days pr ior to the time the Agency, Board, Commission or 

Institution presents its budget request to the Arkansas Legislative 

Council/Joint Budget Committee; and
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   (4)  Thereupon, the Department of Finance and Administration shall 

include all information obtained in item (3) above in the budget manuals 

and/or a statement of non-compliance by the Agency, Board, Commission or 

Institution.

   The provisions of this section shall be in effect only from July 1, 2022

2023 through June 30, 2023 2024.
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                               AGENCY  REQUESTSPECIAL LANGUAGE - CODE AMENDMENT.  Arkansas Code § 21-5-415, 

concerning nonpayment of premiums and the failure to fi le reports by a 

state agency or school distr ict, is amended to add an additional subsection 

to codify special language in appropr iation acts to read as follows:

(d)  The divis ion may use up to eleven dollars and twenty cents 

($11.20) from each contr ibution made under § 6-17-1117(a) to offset the 

cost of health insurance premiums to eligible members electing to 

participate in the public school employees' health insurance program as a 

retiree.
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                               AGENCY  REQUESTARKANSAS/STRIVE PROGRAM TRANSFER.  The Chief Fiscal Officer of the

S tate shall transfer on his books and those of the S tate Treasurer and the 

S tate Auditor, the sum of two hundred thousand dollars ($200,000) dur ing 

each fiscal year from the Division of Elementary and Secondary Education 

Public School Fund Account to the University of Arkansas at Little Rock 

Fund, specifically to provide funding for the Arkansas/STRIVE Program. The 

total amount of funds transferred each fiscal year pursuant to this section 

shall not be subject to any indirect costs by the University of Arkansas at 

Little Rock.

   The provisions of this section shall be in effect only from July 1, 2022

2023 through June 30, 2023 2024.
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                               AGENCY  REQUESTSPECIAL LANGUAGE - CODE AMENDMENT.  Arkansas Code § 6-17-1117(b)

(1), concerning the amount paid by the Division of Elementary and 

Secondary Education to the Employee Benefits Divis ion for purposes of the 

public school employees' health insurance program, is amended to codify 

special language in appropr iation acts to read as follows:

(b)(1)(A)  The Divis ion of Elementary and Secondary Education shall 

pay the Employee Benefits Divis ion the amount established by the House 

Committee on Education and the Senate Committee on Education through 

the biennial adequacy review process required by § 10-3-2102, factored 

according to the medical component of the Consumer Pr ice Index for All 

Urban Consumers, for each eligible employee electing to participate in the 

public school employees' health insurance program administered by the 

S tate Board of Finance.

(B)  In addition to the amount paid by the Divis ion of 

Elementary and Secondary Education for eligible employees electing to 

participate in the public school employees' health insurance program, the 

amount paid by the Divis ion of Elementary and Secondary Education to the 

Employee Benefits Divis ion under this section shall include amounts 

appropr iated to be used to provide contr ibutions for insurance premiums 

for employees of the following who are participating in the S tate and Public 

School Life and Health Insurance Program:

(i)  An education service cooperative;

(ii)  A vocational center;  and

(ii i)  The Arkansas Correctional School Distr ict.
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                               AGENCY  REQUESTSPECIAL LANGUAGE - CODE AMENDMENT.  Arkansas Code § 6-48-104(a)(1), 

concerning the promulgation of rules regarding the funding of alternative 

learning environment programs by the Divis ion of Elementary and 

Secondary Education, is amended to add an additional subdivis ion to codify 

special language in appropr iation acts to read as follows:

(D)  The divis ion may provide funding in a 

proportionate manner and upon special request to the divis ion by a school 

distr ict for an alternative learning environment program in excess of the 

limit of six (6) hours per day for alternative learning environment programs 

that operate for more than twelve (12) hours per day.
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                               AGENCY  REQUESTSTATE FUND RESTRICTIONS . No state funds shall be used for abortion

referral in public schools, or for abortion services. Funds shall be expended 

in accordance with Arkansas Code Annotated §6-18-703.

   The provisions of this section shall be in effect only from July 1, 2022 

2023 through June 30, 2023 2024.

**Note: This language is codified in Ark. Code Ann. §6-18-703(e)**
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                               AGENCY  REQUESTARKANSAS  GOVERNOR’S  SCHOOL FUNDING. The Department of Education 

shall allocate, budget and commit for expenditure two hundred fifty 

thousand dollars ($250,000), in addition to funds already being provided for 

the Arkansas Governor ’s School, to fund the appropr iation author ized from 

general revenue for the Gifted and Talented program as appropr iated in the 

Grants and Aid to Local School Distr icts and Special Programs section 

herein. With this additional funding either the department shall increase the 

number of grants for AEGIS  summer enr ichment programs, or the duration 

of the Arkansas Governor ’s School shall be extended from four (4) weeks to 

six (6) weeks. 

   The provisions of this section shall be in effect only from July 1, 2022 

2023 through June 30, 2023 2024.
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                               AGENCY  REQUESTEAST FUNDING PROVIS ION. Of the total amount appropr iated for 

Technology Grants each fiscal year, an amount of not less than three 

mill ion five thousand dollars ($3,005,000) or eighteen percent (18%), 

whichever is greater each fiscal year, shall be awarded through a grant or 

professional services contract for the EAST Initiative. Not less than one 

mill ion dollars ($1,000,000) of the three mill ion five thousand dollars 

($3,005,000) or eighteen percent (18%) of the Technology Grants Line Item 

awarded to the EAST Initiatives shall be used for EAST infrastructure and 

personnel growth for the establishment of new programs. The remaining 

funding shall be used for existing EAST infrastructure, personnel, and 

operating expenses of the EAST Initiative. The EAST infrastructure grant or 

contract for personal services and operating expenses shall be awarded to 

an entity that has personnel or exper ience, or both, in implementing the 

EAST Initiative. 

   The provisions of this section shall be in effect only from July 1, 2022

2023 through June 30, 2023 2024.
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                               AGENCY  REQUESTINTERVENTION BLOCK GRANTS  FUNDING RESTRICTION. The Department of 

Education shall make available from the Intervention Block Grants 

appropr iation author ized by this Act, one hundred thousand dollars

($100,000) each fiscal year for the annual expenses of the Quiz Bowl, 

thirteen thousand five hundred dollars ($13,500) each fiscal year for 

Creativity in Arkansas, Inc. for grants up to $1,000 each for students and 

chaperones, thirteen thousand five hundred dollars ($13,500) each fiscal 

year for Destination Imagination, one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) 

each fiscal year for the S tate History Day Competition, and seventy-five 

thousand dollars ($75,000) each fiscal year for a grant to the Arkansas 

Science Fair  Association for grants to regional and the state science fairs. 

The Department of Education shall allocate General Revenue funding

totaling no less than three hundred two thousand dollars ($302,000) each 

fiscal year from the Divis ion of Elementary and Secondary Education Public 

School Fund Account to support the annual expenses of the Quiz Bowl, the 

Creativity in Arkansas, Inc. for grants up to $1,000 each for students and 

chaperones, Destination Imagination, the S tate History Day Competition, 

and the Arkansas Science Fair  Association for grants to regional and state 

science fairs. The Department shall either expend or have committed for 

expenditure the monies allocated for the Quiz Bowl, Creativity in Arkansas, 

Inc., Destination Imagination, the S tate History Day Competition, and 

Arkansas Science Fair  Association grants as author ized herein in order to 

fulfi l l the provisions of this section.

   The provisions of this section shall be in effect only from July 1, 2022

2023 through June 30, 2023 2024.
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                               AGENCY  REQUESTPROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT. 

(a)  Of the total amount appropr iated for Professional Development

Funding, three mill ion five hundred thousand dollars ($3,500,000) may be 

author ized by the Commissioner of the Department of Education to be used 

by the Department of Education to develop and implement statewide 

professional development support systems for teachers that will benefit 

student achievement. 

(b)(1) The Department of Education shall annually report the 

following information concerning the Arkansas Online Professional 

Development Initiative under § 6-17-707:

                    (1)  Annual expenditure information;

                  (2)  S tatistical information pertaining to users of the                 

initiative;

                    (3)  Course offer ings;

                    (4)  Course hours completed; and

                    (5)  Certificates awarded.

      (2)  The report under subsection (b)(1) of this section shall be 

annually submitted by August 1 to the:

                    (1)  Governor;

                   (2)  Legislative Council or, if the General Assembly is in 

session, the Joint Budget Committee;

                    (3)  Senate Committee on Education;

                    (4)  House Committee on Education; and 

                    (5)  Department of Finance and Administration.

     (c) The provisions of this section shall be in effect only from July 1, 
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2022 2023 through June 30, 2023 2024.
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                               AGENCY  REQUESTNSL ESA MATCHING GRANT PROGRAM.

(a)(1) Of the appropr iation and funding for the NSL ESA MATCHING 

GRANT PROGRAM Item in the Grants and Aid to Local School Distr icts and 

Special Programs section of this Act, five mill ion three hundred thousand 

dollars ($5,300,000) shall be set aside by the Department of Education and 

shall be used for school distr ict expenditures for evidence-based programs 

to improve academic achievement of identified national school lunch 

students. (2)  These programs shall be limited to:  

(A) Tutors as set out in § 6-20-2305(b)(4)(C)(i)(b)(4);  

(B) Before-school academic programs and after-school 

academic programs, including transportation to and from the programs 

    under § 6-20-2305(b)(4)(C)(i)(b)(2);  and 

(C) Prekindergarten programs under § 6-20-2305(b)(4)(C)(i)

(b)(3).

(b)(1) Set aside funds author ized in subsection (a) of this section 

shall be distr ibuted to school distr icts on a dollar for dollar matching basis 

of school distr ict expenditures for programs under subsection (a) of this 

section on a pro rata basis until the available funds are exhausted. 

    (2)  As used in this subsection, "pro rata basis" means providing 

each distr ict qualifying for additional funding in a proportionate share 

based on how each distr ict's expenditure bears to the total of funding 

provided in subsection (a) of this section for all qualifying distr icts as 

determined by the Department of Education. 

(c) If any funding remains after funding subsection (b) of this 

section, that remaining balance shall be carr ied over to the following fiscal 
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year for the same purposes as provided in this section. 

(d) The Department of Education shall adopt rules as necessary to 

implement this section. 
(e) The provisions of this section shall be in effect only from July 1, 

2022 2023 through June 30, 2023 2024.
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                               AGENCY  REQUESTR.I.S .E. ARKANSAS .  The appropr iation for the R.I.S .E. Arkansas line item 

in the Grants and Aid to Local School Distr icts and Special Programs section 

of this Act shall be used for the coordination of a statewide reading 

campaign with community partners, parents, and teachers to establish the 

importance of reading in homes, schools, and communities.

The provisions of this section shall be in effect only from July 1, 

2022 2023 through June 30, 2023 2024.
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                               AGENCY  REQUESTEDUCATOR COMPENSATION REFORM SUB-FUND. Funds shall be kept 

separate from all other monies in the Public School Fund and are to be 

util ized over a four-year per iod, beginning July 1, 2019, to assist school 

distr icts in ensur ing that all educators in Arkansas public school distr icts 

receive a minimum annual salary of $36,000 by July 1, 2023.  The Educator 

Compensation Reform Fund shall not be considered part of a school 

distr ict's net legal balance or net legal balance revenues for the purpose of 

meeting the requirements on limitation of fund balances pursuant to A.C.A. 

6-20-2210.  The Arkansas Department of Education shall promulgate rules

to administer this section.  

The provisions of this section shall be in effect only from July 1, 

2022 2023 through June 30, 2023 2024.
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                               AGENCY  REQUESTENHANCED STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT FUNDING NAME CHANGE.  Any 

appropr iation titled "ENHANCED STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT FUNDING" or 

abbreviated as "ESA" as named by SB605 of 2019 may also be known as 

"NATIONAL SCHOOL LUNCH" funding or abbreviated as "NSL" and shall be 

used for the same purposes as set out in law.

   The provisions of this section shall be in effect only from July 1, 2022

2023 through June 30, 2023 2024.
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                               AGENCY  REQUESTARKANSAS  GOVERNOR'S  SCHOOL CURRICULUM.  Pr ior to the beginning of 

the Arkansas Governor 's School Program each year, the Arkansas 

Department of Education shall review and approve the proposed curriculum 

for the program year and shall maintain oversight of its implementation for 

consistency and accuracy. 

The provisions of this section shall be in effect only from July 1, 

2022 2023 through June 30,2023 2024.
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                               AGENCY  REQUESTENHANCED STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT FUNDING.  The Enhanced S tudent 

Achievement Funding appropr iation in the Grants and Aid to Local School 

Distr icts and Special Programs section of this Act is to be disbursed 

according to the provisions under Arkansas Code § 6-20-2305(b)(4). 

(a)(1)  In 2020, as a result of the coronavirus 2019 (COVID-19) 

pandemic, the United S tates Department of Agr iculture implemented the 

Seamless Summer Option, which:

     (A)  Allows all public school students to receive a meal from the 

public school in which he or she is enrolled at no charge, regardless of his 

or her free or reduced-pr ice lunch status;  and

     (B)  Has resulted in a significantly lower number of income 

ver ification forms being completed, which are used to ver ify the students 

who qualify for a free or reduced-pr ice school meal.

   (2)  Under Arkansas Code § 6-20-2305(b)(4), the calculation of 

the amount of Enhanced S tudent Achievement Funding that a public school 

distr ict receives is based on the percentage of enrolled students who 

qualify as national school lunch students, which is based on income 

ver ification forms submitted on behalf of students.

(b)  Notwithstanding the provisions established under Arkansas Code 

§ 6-20-2305(b)(4), for Fiscal Year 2023, a public school distr ict shall not 

receive less Enhanced S tudent Achievement Funding than the amount it 

received in Fiscal Year 2022. Any public school distr ict entitled to Enhanced 

S tudent Achievement Funding above the amount that was received in Fiscal 

Year 2022 due to an increased number of identified national school lunch 

students shall receive the Enhanced S tudent Achievement Funding amount 
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as calculated under Arkansas Code § 6-20-2305(b)(4).

(c) The provisions of this section shall be in effect only from July 1, 

2022 2023 through June 30,2023 2024.




