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State and Public School Life and Health Insurance
Quality of Care Sub-Committee 
Minutes
April 17, 2006 – 1:00 p.m.


The State and Public Life and Health Insurance Board, Quality of Care Committee met on Monday, April 17, 2006, at 1 p.m. in the EBD Board Room, 501 Woodlane, Little Rock, Arkansas.

Members Present				Members Absent
Dr. William Golden				Ray Montgomery
Dr. Joseph Thompson			Kevin Ryan
Steve Madigan				Dr. James Towry
Renee Mallory				
David Wroten
Phyllis Wilson
Dennis Moore
Carol Shockley
Caryol Hendricks
Sharon Dickerson, Executive Director, Employee Benefits Division.


Others Present 
David Wroten, AMA, Pat Minyard, George Platt, Connie Diggs, Leigh Ann Chrouch,  ,  Rhonda Jaster, Walt Morrison, 

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Dr. Golden.

Approval of Minutes
A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes of the prior meeting.  Motion carried.

Statistical Challenges in Small Group Settings (Teleconference Discussion)
By Sharon-Lise Normand, Professor, Harvard Medical School
Department of Biostatistics, Harvard School of Public Health

There was a handout to follow as Dr. Normand began the discussion which encompassed the current approaches to measuring and rewarding quality.  She stated that solo/small group practices still dominate in many areas and for many specialties; and strategies to enhance standardization and provide ongoing technical support for small practice settings will aid infrastructure development. 

Dr. Normand concluded by stating –
	Caution needed when differences exist in the distribution of sample sizes.

Investigators need to report estimates of both between- and within-physician variation.
Selection of thresholds and desired level of sensitivity will differ depending on consumer information.
Above all else, clarity.

After the teleconference, Dr. Golden led a discussion by stating that when we do start data gathering everyone needs to be “talking the same language.”

The question of legal barriers was brought up.   Dr. Golden responded that in the future there would be a need for a mechanism where electronic data could be aggregated, sorted, and extracted and there are efforts in the works to put this infrastructure together.  

There was a brief discussion about data from BC/BS on HEDIS metrics.

Dickerson stated data from the insurance carriers would be available at the next meeting.  It was agreed to meet on Wednesday, July 12, at 1 pm.


Meeting adjourned.





