


Rate Justification
For
Home Study and Home Study Update

HLH Consuitants, LLC is the current DHS contract provider for Home Studies in Pulaski,
Polk, Faulkner, Loncke, Perry and Jefferson Counties. For approximately eight years,
our agency has completed full home studies at the DHS rate of $600.00 per home
study. Market analysis of home study rates in surrounding states (Texas, Missouri,
Mississippi, Tennessee, Florida and Louisiana) revealed that the average cost per
home study ranges from $1,000 to $3,000. We are currently proposing a rate of
$800.00 per home study which reflects a slight increase of $200.00 over the past nine
years. This rate includes travel time to and from the family’s home, face to face time (4
hours per study) and administrative costs associated with the service such as
transportation, gasoline, equipment, postage coupled with the time needed to type and

edit each document.

HLH Consuiltants, LL.C is proposing a rate of $300.00 for Home Study Updates.
Presently, the reimbursement rate for this service is $250.00. The proposed rate
reflects a small increase of $50.00 over the past eight years. This fee is associated with
all travel, face to face and administrative costs described in the above-mentioned

justification.

At:ached please find documents to support proposed rates for Home Study and Home
Study Update.
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*Some travel fees may apply to the Corpus Christi, Texarkana and £l Paso areas if travel costs are
excessive

Plea contact us today to for more information about our home study fees.

https:fiwww.adoptionanswersmc.com/texas-home-study-services/pricing-and-fees/ Page 2 of 2
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Dawn Coppock

Home Study

A home study is an assessment of the family regarding their appropriateness as
adoptive parents. A typical home study includes recent medial documentation
reflecting that the prospective adoptive parents have a normal life expectancy and
have no diseases that could be transmitted to the child; a financial investigation in
order to determine whether the prospective adoptive parents are responsible in
financial matters and have adequate resources to provide for an additional family
member; a criminal records check; references check; completion of a number of
forms regarding family history and lifestyle; preparation of a short autobiography of
each prospective parent; home visits to confirm that the home is safe, free from
health risks, and has sufficient space for an additional family member; and interviews
to determine the adoptive parents’ fitness to act as parents, the general stability of
the marital refationship if married, their general psychological health and the
absence of substance abuse or physical abuse in the home.

In the best circumstances, a home study is also an educational process preparing
the adoptive parents for the process of adoption and the stresses inherent in that
process, as well as preparing them for parenting generally. The individual conducting
the home study may also provide emotional support for the adoptive parents
throughout the adoption process.

The adoptive parents may pick any licensed child placing agency authorized by the
Department of Children’s Services to conduct home studies. Licensed clinical social
workers working independently may conduct home studies as well, but they must go
through the agency licensing process first.

The cost of the home study is assessed to the adoptive parents. Costs vary from
approximately $1000 to $1500 not including the cost of post-placement supervision,

https:/fdawncoppock comfhome-study/ Page 1 of 2
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FEES

EXPLANATION OF FEES

Pre-application fee $50

The nonrefundable application fee must accompany your pre-application form. This fee covers
the cost of reviewing and facilitating how CCDIOBR should proceed with your adoption process.

Hague Accredited Home Study Fee $2000

A licensed, adoption competent social worker will provide home study services including an
assessment of your ability to parent a child adopted internationally. The social worker is your
partner in your adoption planning and preparation. One half of the non-refundable home study
fee ($1000) is due with the submission of the application packet. The non-refundable remainder
($1000) is due at the completion of the home study.

Criminal Background Check Fee $26 per adult living in household

A criminat background check costing $26 per adult will be submitted by the Agency. The fees
are due with the submission of the application packet or with a request for home study annual
renewal or USCIS update.

Training Fee $750

Prospective adoptive parents will participate in ten hours of group training and preparation for
adoptive parenting. The nonrefundable fee is payable on or before the first group meeting.

Post Placement Services Fee $150 per contact / Out of Diocese Post Placement Services
Fee $250 per contact

After a child is placed in your family there are follow-up visits and reports required by the country
of origin, placing agency, and the State of Louisiana. These visits allow your social worker to
offer support, education, and resources which are helpful to your adoption journey. The non-
refundable fee is payable at the time of the visit.

https://www.adopteediobr orgfthinking-about-adopting/international-adoptionsffees; Page 2 of 7
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Home Study Annual or USICS I800A Renewal Fee $250

Approved waiting families may need to update the home study prior to placement of a child as
required by Louisiana, United States Citizenship and immigration Services, or by the country the
family is adopting from. The non-refundable fee includes a home visit, assistance with current
supporting documentation, and a written home study update. This is due at the time of the
request for update or renewal services.

Home Study Update $1500

if a family applies for a second international adoption with our agency, the home study fee is
reduced. One half of the non-refundable fee ($750) is due with submission of the application
packet and the non-refundable remainder fee is due at the completion of the home study.

Mileage Outside of Baton Rouge Diocese .52 per mile

Families who live outside of the Diocese of Baton Rouge (12 civil parishes of Ascension,

ssumption, East Baton Rouge, West Baton Rouge, East Feliciana, West Feliciana, Iberville,
Livingston, Pointe Coupee, St. Helena, St. James, and Tangipahoa) are charged mileage for
visits at a rate of .52 per mile. This non-refundable reimbursement is due at the time of the
contact.

FEE REFUNDS

All current fees for services are non-refundable.

Contact our International Adoption Department at (225) 336-8708 or click here
(https://18.205.27.71/about-us/contact-us/) to send an email for more information.

HAGUE FACT SHEET

Intercountry adoption changed significantly with the U.S. ratification of the Hague Convention on
Protection of Children and Co-operation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption (the Convention).
The Convention went into effect in the United States on April 1, 2008. The Convention is
designed to protect the best interests of children and prevent the abduction, sale, and trafficking
of children. In July of 2014, the Universal Accreditation Act was enacted and requires that all
international adoption in the US meet Hague standards. In this country, the U.S. Department of

https://www.adoptccdiobr.orgfthinking-about-adopting/internaticnai-adoptions/fees/ Page 3of 7
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I'm Pregnant (https://www.adoptccdiobr.org/im-pregnant/}
Why Chogse Catholic Charities? (https://www.adoptccdiobr.org/im-preqnant/why-choose-catholic-charities/)

You're In_Control {https.//www.adoptccdiobr.org/im-pregnant/youre-in-control/)
Counseling_and Emotional Support {(https://www.adoptccdiobr.org/im-pregnant/cot~~~ling-and-emotional-

support/}
Know Your Rights (https.//www.adoptcediobr.org/im-pregnant/know-your-rights/)

Iy

Resources {https mww.adop® liobr.org/im-pregnant/resources/)

OCpeness_in_ Adoption {htips://www.adoptccdiobr.org/im-pregnant/openess-in-adoption/)
Testimoniats (https://www.adoptccdiobr.org/im-pregnant/testimonials/)
Useful Links {https://www.adoptccdiobr.org/im-pregnant/useful-links/)

Thinking about Adopting (https://www.adoptccdiobr.org/thinking-about-adopting/)

Books (https://www.adopteccdiobr.org/thinking-about-adopting/books/)

Testimonials (https://www.adoptccdiobr.org/thinking-about-adopting/testimonials/)

Why Choose Catholic Charities? (hitps://www.adoptccdiobr.org/thinking-about-adopting/why-choose-catholic-

charities/)
Domestic Adoptions (hitps:.//www.adoptccdiobr.org/thinking-about-adopting/domestic-adoptions/)
international Adoptions (https://w adoptccdiobr.org/thinking-about-adopting/international-adoptions/)

Post Adoption Services (https://www.adoptccdiobr.org/post-adoption-services/)
Intermediary Services (https://www.adoptccdiobr.org/post-adoption-services/intermediary-services/)
Consuitation, Besearch, Search & Reunion (hittps://www.adoptccdiobr.org/post-adoption-services/search-and-

reunion/)

Post-placement services (https://www.adoptccdiobr.org/post-adoption-services/post-placement-services/)
Counseling_(https://www.adoptcediobr.org/post-adoption-services/counseling/)

Useful Links (hitps://www.adoptcc™ ~ - org/post-adoption-services/usefui-links/)

About (https://www.adoptccdiobr.org/about-us/)

Who We Are (https://www.adopiccdiobr.org/about-us/who-we-a |

Cur Ser\'fices (hitps://www.adoptccdiobr.org/about-us/our-setvices/)

Hague Accreditation {https://www.adoptccdiobr.org/about-us/hague-accreditation/)
Reqister for Classes (htips://www.adoptccdiobr.org/about-us/reqgister-for-classes/)
Donate Now {https://www.adoptccdiobr.org/about-us/donate-now/)

Blessings Board (https://www.adoptccdiobr.org/about-us/blessings-board/}

AFFILIATIONS

hltps:,-’;www.adoptécdiob(.orghhinking-about~adoptingfimernalional-adoptions.’feesf Page G of 7
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How Much Does It Cost To Adopt A Chitd?

hOW muc h tﬁ@d@m falg:)‘uedoptionnetwork.com/ how-to-adopt-a-baby}

/  Adoption Costs {https.//adoptionnetwork com/how-to-adopt-a-baby/adoption-costs}

¢/ How Much Does It Cost To Adopt A Child?

How Much Does Adoption Cost?

Cost of Adoption with Diana & Krystal

>

REQUEST A FREE PACKET!

Sessions with an Adoption Attorney

https:ffadoptionnetwork.com/cost-of-adoptionfhow-much-does-it-cost-to-adopt-a-child Fage 1 of 7
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cost between $306,000 - 80,000.

Through further examination of the actual costs. it will become clearer on how to budget for an adoption process and

where costs can be controfled,

» Legal representation for Adoptive Parentis} and/or Birth Parent(s)
* Meadical expenses

& Counseling

* Rent or living expanses

¢ Phone

« Travel

Adoption Agency Costs

Birth and Adoptive Parents can choose to work through an adoption agency. They will receive initial information, ongoing
counseling, and assistance in the "matching process,” oversight of expenses and distribution of funds, help with

paperwork and coordination of social services necessary for the placement. and adoption finalization.

Each adoption agency sets its fees and service options. It is important to ask for a datailed list of fees, refunds and un-
refundable expenses. Birth parent expenses are usually set on a case-by-case basis. You should, however, receive

information on which birth parent expenses (and the monetary range} you will be asked to cover.

Adoption agencies who serve as the conduit for information or visits after the adoption placement may have additional

fees to provide for these services.
Legal Counsel and Court Costs

Birth and Adoptive Parents are entitled to separate and impartial legal representation during the pregnancy and at the
time of placement. Adoptive parents require legal counsel at the time of finalization of the adoption. If birth parents will be
part of the finalization process, they will also be entitied to legal counsel. The adoptive parents typically pay for all legal

costs, including court filing fees and serving notice, when needed.

International adoptions have legal costs, including court filings, immigration applications {one prior to adopting and one
when the child is ready to immigrate to the United States), and embassy medical, visa and passport fees. If the adoption
is not finalized oversees, the adopting family will need to hire an attorney to finalize the adoption once back in the United

States.

» | egal counsel for Adoptive Parent(s)
* |egal counsel for Birth Parent{s}
¢ Court filing fees

¢ Serving notice fee

Adoption Home S5tudy Costs

The adopting parent{s} need to pass an Ader °  _Home Study. (https:.//adoptionnetwork.com/the-adoption-
homestudy-an-overview} A social worker will visit the home. meet with all family members and collect required
documentation. Most states require the Home Study be conducted by a licensed agency, although some states allow a
private social worker to conduct the Home Study. it is safer to go with an agency study, even if a private social worker
can to it, because if you adopt a child from ancther state, they may require an agency Home Study. In that scenario, you
would need to begin again {losing time and money). Also it is prudent to confirm what other services the Home Study
provider offers or if you can call with questions afier the study is completed. Fees for the Home Study are set by the

social worker or agency.

https:ffadoptionnetwork comfcost-ol-adoptionfhow-much-does-it-cost-to-adopt-a-child Page 3 of 7
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During the Home Study process, all adult household members will have child abuse and crimina! background checks.
Depending on your state, these clearances may go back to when each person was 18 years of age. There is vsually an

additional fee for each clearance.

Every household member will need a medical, usuafly within 6 months of the adoption application, Some states and

adoptions reguire specific blood work, immunizations or other testing.

As part of the Home Study, more and more agencies are requiring education for the parents who are adopting the baby.

This may be in person, in your home or an on-line option. Find out what your options are and the fee for each.

Post placement or post adoption Supervisory Reports are done after the child comes to live in your home. The social
worker comes back and sees how everyone is adjusting. When you are looking for a Home Study provider. ask about the
fees for the Post Placement/Post Adoption Supervisory Reports, when you need to pay for them and how many are
needed.

Finding your child

There are many ways to locate a child or baby to adopt, and this is an area where you can controf the expenses. The least
expensive way to find a chiid or pregnant woman is by word of mouth networking. Tell everyone you know you are fooking
to adopt. Hand out business type cards. Free newspapers are another way to go; then there are other newspaper
publications. Some people use the Internet, posting profiles and creating their own website. The most expensive way to

go is to use a consultant who designs and executes your networking campaign.
Birth Parent Costs

Every kirlh parent should meet with an objective counselor who can discuss parenting and adoption options. If they
decide on an adoption, they should be able to work with a counselor who will oversee their medical care, be the liaison
with the adoptive parent’s counselor or attorney regarding the birth parent’s needs and provide ongoing emotional

support to the birlh parent.

Pre-natal care and hospital costs will be paid for by the adepting family if the birlh parent has no medical coverage and
does not have Medicaid. While the baby's hospital bill may be covered under the adoptive parent's medical insurance, the
Lirth mother's expenses are not. Any  ommended specralist appointments or testing is the responsibility of the adoptive

parent(s).

In domestic adoption, each state regulates how much and which birlh parent expenses an adeptive parent can pay.
Counseling should be oHered to the birth parent and varying amounts of counsel can be paid for by the adopting
parent(s). In an international adoption, donations may be made to child welfare institutions or orphanages to help care for

the children stilt in care.

* Pre-natal care
¢ Hospital costs

» Counseling

Travel
if you network or adopt from out of state, there is a potential to make several trips to the other state—to meet the birth
parent(s), take custody of your child and possibly to finalize the adoption. While you couid stay with family or friends, if

they live locally, most Adoptive Parents stay in hotels. By keeping your adoption local, you limit airlare, car expenses,

hotet and other “away from home” costs.

htips:ffadoptionnetwork. camfcost-of-adoption/how-much-does-it-cost-to-adopt-a-child Pagedof 7
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About Us

For Birth Mothers

For Adoptive Parents

3/11/20, 2:40 PM

Learn & Connect

(https: ~adoptionnetwork.com/aboutihttps. //adoptionnetwork.com/leam-https.//adoptionnetwork.com/learn-https: /7adoptionnetwork.com /1¢

us/why-anlc}

Why ANLG

thttps #/adaptionnetwork.com/about-

us/why-anlct

Our Team

{https Aadoptionnetwork.com/about
ussour-tearm)

Adophon Success Stories

thttps #adoptionnetwork.com/about-

us/adoption -success-stones)

Praofessional Reviews

and-connect/for-birth-parents)
Birth Mother Support

{https #adoptionnetwork.com/birth-
mother-supporl)

Find a Famnity

Ihtips ~adoptionnetwork com/find-a-
family)

Adoption Process For Birth Molhers
thtips-#/adoptionnetwork comsadoption
process-for-birth-mothers)

Financial Help For Pregnant Mother

{htips ~adoptionnotwark com/professional- Related Expenses

reviews)
Legal Disclamer
thttps adoptior network comyslegal -

disclaimen)

thttps. #~/adoptionnetwork.com/unplanned-

pregnancy/ financiat-and-emaotional -
support)

Unplanned Pregnancy Help

thttps. #adoptionnebwork com/unplanned -

pregnancy-the-ultimate-
guide/pregnancy-optons)

Benefits of Adoption

{https Zadoptionnetwork.com/unplanned-

pregnarncy/benefits-of-adoption)

Birth Parent FAQ's
thttps.~adoptionnetwork com/unptanned
pregnancy/ birlh-parent-faq}

Free Adoplion Traming

thttps. ~adoptiannetwark com/free-

adoptian-training)

and-connect/ for-adoptive-
parents)

How Much Does It Cost To Adopt A
Child

[htlps: ~adoptionnetwork.com/cost-of-
adoption/how-much-does-it-cost-ta-
adopt-a-child)

Domestic Adoption Process

{htips. #adaptionnetwork.com/how-te-
adaopt-a-baby/adoption-process)
Types of Adoption Services

thttps 4/ adoptionnetwork.com/open-
semi-open-and-closed-type-adoptions)
Adophon After Infertility

{https #adoptionnetwork cam/how-to-
adopt-a-baby/adoption-after-infertility)
‘What Are The Requirements To Adopt A

Child

thttps:/z’adoplionnetwork.com/requirementsﬁs

to-adopt-a-child)
Adoptive Parent FAQ's
thttps ~adoptionnetwork.com/Znow-to-

adopt-a-baby/adoptive-parent-fag)

Contact Us at 1-866-602-2668 (tel:+18666022668)

and-connect}

Resource Center

{https. /7 adoptionnetwork com/learn-
and-cannecl/resource-center)
Adoption By State

thittps. adoptionnetwork . com/sadoptiar
by-stated

Adoption Wait Time

{https #adophonnetweork.comadopticr
wat-time)

Adoption Agency vs ANLC

{https /7 adoptionnetwork com/adoptio
agency-vs-anich

Adoption Regulations

https. ~adoptionnetwark comsadaption
regulations)

Contact Us
(https.~adoptionnetwork.com/scontact -

)

n {https://www.facebook com/adoptionnetworklawcenter/} D thttps: // twitter.com/AdoptionNetwork)

You

(https:/~/ wwwyoutube.com/channel /UCdsw8JBogYFF3jJKf_ygtgw)

m {https: /7 wwwlinkedin.com/company/357884/)

n
@ {https: #/wwrw.pinterest. com /adoptiong11/) {https: & www.instagram.com/adoptionnetworklawcenter/)
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