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                               AGENCY  REQUESTFUND TRANSFER PROVIS ION.  As requested from time to time by the 

Director of the Arkansas Economic Development Commission, the Chief 

Fiscal Officer may transfer on his books and those of the S tate Treasurer 

and the Auditor of the S tate, the sum not to exceed five hundred thousand 

dollars ($500,000) from the Arkansas Economic Development Commission 

Fund Account to the Minor ity and Women-Owned Business Loan Mobilization 

Revolving Fund, to provide funds for the Minor ity and Women-Owned 

Business Enterpr ise Loan Mobilization appropr iation herein. 

     The provisions of this section shall be in effect only from July 1, 2024
2025 through June 30, 2025 2026.
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                               AGENCY  REQUESTCARRY FORWARD - MINORITY AND WOMEN-OWNED BUSINESS  LOAN 

MOBILIZATION REVOLVING FUND. Any unexpended balance of funds for the 

Minor ity and Women-Owned Business Enterpr ise Loan Mobilization 

appropr iation which remain at the close of each state fiscal year shall be 

carr ied forward to the next state fiscal year to be used for the same intent 

and purposes as set forth in law. 

     The provisions of this section shall be in effect only from July 1, 2024
2025 through June 30, 2025 2026.
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                               AGENCY  REQUESTTRANSFER PROVIS ION - STATE OPERATIONS .   After receiving approval 

from the Chief Fiscal Officer of the S tate and pr ior review by the Legislative 

Council or Joint Budget Committee, the Director of the Arkansas Economic 

Development Commission is author ized to transfer appropr iation from any 

line item appropr iation author ized in the S tate Operations Section of this 

Act to any other l ine item author ized in the S tate Operations Section of this 

Act. 

Determining the maximum number of employees and the maximum 

amount of appropr iation and general revenue funding for a state agency 

each fiscal year is the prerogative of the General Assembly.  This is usually 

accomplished by delineating such maximums in the appropr iation act(s) for 

a state agency and the general revenue allocations author ized for each 

fund and fund account by amendment to the Revenue S tabil ization Law.  

Further, the General Assembly has determined that the Arkansas Economic 

Development Commission may operate more efficiently if some flexibil ity is 

provided to the Arkansas Economic Development Commission author iz ing 

broad powers under this Section.  Therefore, it is both necessary and 

appropr iate that the General Assembly maintain oversight by requiring pr ior 

review of the Legislative Council or Joint Budget Committee as provided by 

this section.  The requirement of review by the Legislative Council or Joint 

Budget Committee is not a severable part of this section.  If the 

requirement of review by the Legislative Council or Joint Budget Committee 

is ruled unconstitutional by a court of competent jur isdiction, this entire 

section is void.

The provisions of this section shall be in effect only from July 1, 
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2024 2025 through June 30, 2025 2026.
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                               AGENCY  REQUESTFOREIGN OFFICE OPERATIONS .  The Arkansas Economic Development 

Commission is hereby author ized to enter into contractual arrangements 

with pr ivate and/or public companies, corporations, individuals or

organizations for the purpose of operating foreign offices which shall only 

(i) provide export trade assistance to Arkansas-based businesses, (i i) 

facil itate the repatr iation to Arkansas manufactur ing businesses operating 

overseas, and (ii i) encourage direct investment in Arkansas of foreign 

companies that are not state-owned or controlled.  Arkansas Code 15-4-210 

shall not be deemed restr ictive in its language so as to preclude the use of 

standard Professional Services Contracts for the operation of the foreign 

offices and/or payment of such contracts from the special l ine items as 

established by legislative appropr iation for the operation of said foreign 

offices.

    The provisions of this section shall be in effect only from July 1, 2024
2025 through June 30, 2025 2026.



2025 - 2027 REQUEST FOR SPECIAL LANGUAGE IN APPROPRIATION ACT

0790 DOC - Economic Development Commission ACT#: 123

CURRENT SPECIAL LANGUAGE (WITH AGENCY REQUEST) EXECUTIVE RECOMMENDATION

SECTION#: 39

Page 38

                               AGENCY  REQUESTRURAL DEVELOPMENT.  From the funds appropr iated for Community 

Development Grants within the Community Development Program in this Act 

for Community Assistance (CDBG) - Federal, the Arkansas Economic 

Development Commission (AEDC) shall allocate at least $500,000 per fiscal 

year to the Rural Development Set-Aside from the annual Community 

Development Block Grant, as defined in AEDC's Consolidated Plan filed with 

the federal Department of Housing and Urban Development.  Funds 

allocated to the Rural Development Set-Aside are to be used exclusively for 

grants to rural communities as defined in the Consolidated Plan. 

   The provisions of this section shall be in effect only from July 1, 2024
2025 through June 30, 2025 2026.
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                               AGENCY  REQUESTGRANT REVIEW.  The Arkansas Economic Development Commission (AEDC)

shall review all applications for grant funds and shall certify those 

applications eligible for grant funds under AEDC and federal guidelines. The 

Rural Services Divis ion of the Arkansas Economic Development Commission 

alone shall recommend which grant applications will be funded, and AEDC 

shall disburse grant funds from the Rural Development Set-Aside to those 

applicants receiving final approval by the Rural Services Divis ion of the 

Arkansas Economic Development Commission. AEDC and the Rural Services 

Division of the Arkansas Economic Development Commission shall 

promulgate rules and regulations governing the application for and

disbursement of grant funds from the Rural Development Set-Aside, and an 

annual report of the disposition of these grant funds shall be made to the 

Legislative Joint Auditing Committee. 

   The provisions of this section shall be in effect only from July 1, 2024
2025 through June 30, 2025 2026.



2025 - 2027 REQUEST FOR SPECIAL LANGUAGE IN APPROPRIATION ACT

0790 DOC - Economic Development Commission ACT#: 123

CURRENT SPECIAL LANGUAGE (WITH AGENCY REQUEST) EXECUTIVE RECOMMENDATION

SECTION#: 41

Page 40

                               AGENCY  REQUESTTRANSFER PROVIS ION - COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE (CDBG) - FEDERAL.  

After receiving approval from the Chief Fiscal Officer of the S tate and pr ior 

approval by the Legislative Council or Joint Budget Committee, the Director 

of the Arkansas Economic Development Commission is author ized to 

transfer appropr iation from any line item appropr iation author ized in the 

Community Assistance (CDBG) - Federal Section of this Act to any other l ine 

item author ized in the Community Assistance (CDBG) - Federal Section of 

this Act. 

   Determining the maximum number of employees and the maximum 

amount of appropr iation and general revenue funding for a state agency 

each fiscal year is the prerogative of the General Assembly.  This is usually 

accomplished by delineating such maximums in the appropr iation act(s) for 

a state agency and the general revenue allocations author ized for each 

fund and fund account by amendment to the Revenue S tabil ization law.  

Further, the General Assembly has determined that the Arkansas Economic 

Development Commission may operate more efficiently if some flexibil ity is 

provided to the Arkansas Economic Development Commission author iz ing 

broad powers under this Section. Therefore, it is both necessary and 

appropr iate that the General Assembly maintain oversight by requiring pr ior 

approval of the Legislative Council or Joint Budget Committee as provided 

by this section.  The requirement of approval by the Legislative Council or 

Joint Budget Committee is not a severable part of this section.  If the 

requirement of approval by the Legislative Council or Joint Budget

Committee is ruled unconstitutional by a court of competent jur isdiction, 

this entire section is void.
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   The provisions of this section shall be in effect only from July 1, 2024
2025 through June 30, 2025 2026.
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                               AGENCY  REQUESTFLEXIBILITY RESTRICTIONS .  The transfer flexibil ity provided to the 

Arkansas Economic Development Commission within this Act relating to the 

appropr iation in the Community Assistance (CDBG) - Federal Section shall 

be used only when necessary to carry out the Community Development

Block Grant Program and shall require approval by the Arkansas Legislative 

Council or Joint Budget Committee.

   Determining the maximum number of employees and the maximum 

amount of appropr iation and general revenue funding for a state agency 

each fiscal year is the prerogative of the General Assembly.  This is usually 

accomplished by delineating such maximums in the appropr iation act(s) for 

a state agency and the general revenue allocations author ized for each 

fund and fund account by amendment to the Revenue S tabil ization law.  

Further, the General Assembly has determined that the Arkansas Economic 

Development Commission may operate more efficiently if some flexibil ity is 

provided to the Arkansas Economic Development Commission author iz ing 

broad powers under this Section. Therefore, it is both necessary and 

appropr iate that the General Assembly maintain oversight by requiring pr ior 

approval of the Legislative Council or Joint Budget Committee as provided 

by this section.  The requirement of approval by the Legislative Council or 

Joint Budget Committee is not a severable part of this section.  If the 

requirement of approval by the Legislative Council or Joint Budget

Committee is ruled unconstitutional by a court of competent jur isdiction, 

this entire section is void.

   The provisions of this section shall be in effect only from July 1, 2024
2025 through June 30, 2025 2026.
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                               AGENCY  REQUESTADDITIONAL PAYMENTS  AUTHORIZED.  The Arkansas Industr ial and 

Economic Development Foundation is hereby author ized to make additional 

payments to the Director of the Arkansas Economic Development 

Commission, from pr ivate funding sources, and upon pr ior approval from 

the Arkansas Economic Development Commission, the Arkansas Industrial 

and Economic Development Foundation, and the Governor.  Such additional 

payments to the Director of the Arkansas Economic Development 

Commission shall not be considered salary and shall not be deemed or 

construed to exceed the maximum salar ies established for unclassified 

employees by the General Assembly.  Nothing in this section may be

construed to reduce or eliminate the author ity granted elsewhere in the 

Arkansas statute for the payment of allowances or bonuses to unclassified 

employees.

   The provisions of this section shall be in effect only from July 1, 2024
2025 through June 30, 2025 2026.
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                               AGENCY  REQUESTCARRY FORWARD - INDUSTRY TRAINING PROGRAM. Any unexpended 

balance of funds for the Industry Training Program in the Arkansas

Economic Development Commission Fund Account which remain at the close 

of each state fiscal year shall be carr ied forward to the next state fiscal 

year to be used for the same intent and purposes as set forth in law. 

  Any carry forward of unexpended balance of funding as author ized herein, 

may be carr ied forward under the following conditions:

(1)  Pr ior to June 30, 2025 2026 the Agency shall by written statement set 

forth its reason(s) for the need to carry forward said funding to the 

Department of Finance and Administration Office of Budget;

(2)  The Department of Finance and Administration Office of Budget shall 

report to the Arkansas Legislative Council all amounts carr ied forward by 

the September Arkansas Legislative Council or Joint Budget Committee 

meeting which report shall include the name of the Agency, Board, 

Commission or Institution and the amount of the funding carr ied forward, 

the program name or l ine item, the funding source of that appropr iation 

and a copy of the written request set forth in (1) above;

(3)  Each Agency, Board, Commission or Institution shall provide a written 

report to the Arkansas Legislative Council or Joint Budget Committee 

containing all information set forth in item (2) above, along with a written 

statement as to the current status of the project, contract, purpose etc. for 

which the carry forward was or iginally requested no later than thirty (30) 

days pr ior to the time the Agency, Board, Commission or Institution 

presents its budget request to the Arkansas Legislative Council/Joint Budget 

Committee; and



2025 - 2027 REQUEST FOR SPECIAL LANGUAGE IN APPROPRIATION ACT

0790 DOC - Economic Development Commission ACT#: 123

CURRENT SPECIAL LANGUAGE (WITH AGENCY REQUEST) EXECUTIVE RECOMMENDATION

SECTION#: 44

Page 45

(4)  Thereupon, the Department of Finance and Administration shall include 

all information obtained in item (3) above in the budget manuals and/or a 

statement of non-compliance by the Agency, Board, Commission or 

Institution.

   The provisions of this section shall be in effect only from July 1, 2024
2025 through June 30, 2025 2026.
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                               AGENCY  REQUESTCARRY FORWARD - TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT.  The Division of Science 

and Technology of the Arkansas Economic Development Commission is 

author ized to carry forward an amount of up to $150,000 of any obligated 

but unexpended funds in the Technology Development l ine item in the 

Division of Science and Technology - S tate Operations Section of this Act 

for basic or applied research grants which remains at the end of the fiscal 

year 2024 2025 to be used for the same purpose.  

Any carry forward of unexpended balance of funding as author ized herein, 

may be carr ied forward under the following conditions:

(1)  Pr ior to June 30, 2025 2026 the Agency shall by written statement set 

forth its reason(s) for the need to carry forward said funding to the 

Department of Finance and Administration Office of Budget;

(2)  The Department of Finance and Administration Office of Budget shall 

report to the Arkansas Legislative Council all amounts carr ied forward by 

the September Arkansas Legislative Council or Joint Budget Committee 

meeting which report shall include the name of the Agency, Board, 

Commission or Institution and the amount of the funding carr ied forward, 

the program name or l ine item, the funding source of that appropr iation 

and a copy of the written request set forth in (1) above;

(3)  Each Agency, Board, Commission or Institution shall provide a written 

report to the Arkansas Legislative Council or Joint Budget Committee 

containing all information set forth in item (2) above, along with a written 

statement as to the current status of the project, contract, purpose etc. for 

which the carry forward was or iginally requested no later than thirty (30) 

days pr ior to the time the Agency, Board, Commission or Institution 
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presents its budget request to the Arkansas Legislative Council/Joint Budget 

Committee; and

(4)  Thereupon, the Department of Finance and Administration shall include 

all information obtained in item (3) above in the budget manuals and/or a 

statement of non-compliance by the Agency, Board, Commission or 

Institution.

The provisions of this section shall be in effect only from July 1 2024

2025 through June 30, 2025 2026.
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                               AGENCY  REQUESTAPPROPRIATION AND FUND TRANSFERS .  After receiving approval from the 

Chief Fiscal Officer of the S tate, the Director of the Arkansas Economic 

Development Commission is author ized to transfer appropr iation and funds 

from the Division of Science and Technology S tate Operations - Arkansas 

Acceleration Fund Programs line item within the Arkansas Economic 

Development Commission Fund Account to the Arkansas Acceleration Fund.  

The total of all transfers shall not exceed $3,500,000.

   The provisions of this section shall be in effect only from July 1, 2024
2025 through June 30, 2025 2026.
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                               AGENCY  REQUESTPROMOTIONAL ITEMS. The Chief Fiscal Officer of the S tate shall establish, 

upon request from the Arkansas Economic Development Commission, a 

special appropr iation line item to be used in the acquisition of promotional 

items.  When the Arkansas Economic Development Commission wishes to 

transfer from its operating expenses to promotional items, the request shall 

be forwarded to the Chief Fiscal Officer of the S tate for processing after 

pr ior approval by the Arkansas Legislative Council or Joint Budget

Committee.  

      Determining the maximum number of employees and the maximum 

amount of appropr iation and general revenue funding for a state agency 

each fiscal year is the prerogative of the General Assembly.   This is 

usually accomplished by delineating such maximums in the appropr iation 

act(s) for a state agency and the general revenue allocations author ized for 

each fund and fund account by amendment to the Revenue S tabil ization 

Law.  Further, the General Assembly has determined that the Arkansas 

Economic Development Commission may operate more efficiently if some 

flexibil ity is provided to the Arkansas Economic Development Commission 

author iz ing broad powers under this Section. Therefore, it is both

necessary and appropr iate that the General Assembly maintain oversight by 

requir ing pr ior approval of the Legislative Council or Joint Budget 

Committee as provided by this Section.  The requirement of approval by the 

Legislative Council or Joint Budget Committee is not a severable part of this 

Section. If the requirement of approval by the Legislative Council or Joint 

Budget Committee is ruled unconstitutional by a court of competent

jur isdiction, this entire section is void.
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   The provisions of this section shall be in effect only from July 1, 2024
2025 through June 30, 2025 2026.
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                               AGENCY  REQUESTGRANT AWARD CRITERIA. The Rural Services Divis ion of the Arkansas 

Economic Development Commission shall promulgate rules establishing the 

cr iter ia to be util ized in determining to whom grants will be made under 

this Act.  Subject to the approval of the Governor, and approval by the 

Arkansas Legislative Council or the Joint Budget Committee, the Rural 

Services Divis ion of the Arkansas Economic Development Commission shall 

distr ibute the grants.  

     Determining the maximum number of employees and the maximum 

amount of appropr iation and general revenue funding for a state agency 

each fiscal year is the prerogative of the General Assembly.  This is usually 

accomplished by delineating such maximums in the appropr iation act(s) for 

a state agency and the general revenue allocations author ized for each 

fund and fund account by amendment to the Revenue S tabil ization law.  

Further, the General Assembly has determined that the Rural Services 

Division of the Arkansas Economic Development Commission may operate 

more efficiently if some flexibil ity is provided to the Rural Services Divis ion 

of the Arkansas Economic Development Commission author iz ing broad 

powers under this Section.  Therefore, it is both necessary and appropr iate 

that the General Assembly maintain oversight by requir ing pr ior approval of 

the Legislative Council or Joint Budget Committee as provided by this 

section.  The requirement of approval by the Legislative Council or Joint 

Budget Committee is not a severable part of this section.  If the 

requirement of approval by the Legislative Council or Joint Budget

Committee is ruled unconstitutional by a court of competent jur isdiction, 

this entire section is void.
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   The provisions of this section shall be in effect only from July 1, 2024
2025 through June 30, 2025 2026.
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                               AGENCY  REQUESTTRANSFER OF FUNDS . In the event that revenue is available for transfer to 

and in support of the Arkansas Acceleration Fund Act, the Executive 

Director of the Arkansas Economic Development Commission shall certify to 

the Chief Fiscal Officer of the S tate the amount needed for transfer from 

the Arkansas Economic Development Commission Fund Account to the 

Arkansas Acceleration Fund.  Upon the approval of the Chief Fiscal Officer 

of the S tate, the amount certified shall be transferred.  The Chief Fiscal 

Officer of the S tate shall initiate the necessary transfer documents to 

reflect all such transfers upon the fiscal records of the S tate Auditor, the 

S tate Treasurer and the Chief Fiscal Officer of the S tate.

   The provisions of this section shall be in effect only from July 1, 2024
2025 through June 30, 2025 2026.
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                               AGENCY  REQUESTCARRY FORWARD - MILITARY AFFAIRS  GRANT PROGRAM.  Any unexpended 

balance of funds allocated for the Military Affairs Grant Program in the 

Arkansas Economic Development Commission Fund Account which remain at 

the close of each state fiscal year shall be carr ied forward to the next state 

fiscal year to be used for the same intent and purposes as set forth in law. 

Any carry forward of unexpended balance of funding as author ized herein, 

may be carr ied forward under the following conditions:

(1)  Pr ior to June 30, 2025 2026 the Agency shall by written statement set 

forth its reason(s) for the need to carry forward said funding to the 

Department of Finance and Administration Office of Budget;

(2)  The Department of Finance and Administration Office of Budget shall 

report to the Arkansas Legislative Council all amounts carr ied forward by 

the September Arkansas Legislative Council or Joint Budget Committee 

meeting which report shall include the name of the Agency, Board, 

Commission or Institution and the amount of the funding carr ied forward, 

the program name or l ine item, the funding source of that appropr iation 

and a copy of the written request set forth in (1) above;

(3)  Each Agency, Board, Commission or Institution shall provide a written 

report to the Arkansas Legislative Council or Joint Budget Committee 

containing all information set forth in item (2) above, along with a written 

statement as to the current status of the project, contract, purpose etc. for 

which the carry forward was or iginally requested no later than thirty (30) 

days pr ior to the time the Agency, Board, Commission or Institution 

presents its budget request to the Arkansas Legislative Council/Joint Budget 

Committee; and
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(4)  Thereupon, the Department of Finance and Administration shall include 

all information obtained in item (3) above in the budget manuals and/or a 

statement of non-compliance by the Agency, Board, Commission or 

Institution.

   The provisions of this section shall be in effect only from July 1, 2024
2025 through June 30, 2025 2026.
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                               AGENCY  REQUESTCARRY FORWARD - ARKANSAS  ACCELERATION FUND PROGRAM.  Any 

unexpended balance of funds for the Arkansas Acceleration Fund Program 

line item in the Divis ion of Science and Technology - S tate Operations 

Section of this Act which remain at the close of each state fiscal year shall 

be carr ied forward to the next state fiscal year to be used for the same 

intent and purposes as set forth in law.

Any carry forward of unexpended balance of funding as author ized herein, 

may be carr ied forward under the following conditions:

(1) Pr ior to June 30, 2025 2026 the Agency shall by written statement set 

forth its reasons(s) for the need to carry forward said funding to the 

Department of Finance and Administration Office of Budget;

(2) The Department of Finance and Administration Office of Budget shall 

report to the Arkansas Legislative Council all amounts carr ied forward by 

the September Arkansas Legislative Council or Joint Budget Committee 

meeting, which report shall include the name of the Agency, Board,

Commission or Institution and the amount of the funding carr ied forward, 

the program name or l ine item, the funding source of the appropr iation and 

a copy of the written request set forth in (1) above;

(3) Each Agency, Board, Commission or Institution shall provide a written 

report to the Arkansas Legislative Council or Joint Budget Committee 

containing all information set forth in item (2) above, along with a written 

statement as to the current status of the project, contract, purpose, etc. 

for which the carry forward was or iginally requested no later than thirty 

(30) days pr ior to the time the Agency, Board, Commission or Institution 

presents its budget request to the Arkansas Legislative Council/Joint Budget 
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Committee; and

(4) Thereupon, the Department of Finance and Administration shall include 

all information obtained in item (3) above in the budget manuals and/or a 

statement of non-compliance by the Agency, Board, Commission or 

Institution.

The provisions of this section shall be in effect only from July 1, 
2024 2025 through June 30, 2025 2026.




